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Quotations 


Many a printer has boggled over the uses of the word “Quotation”. Why, 
in one context, should it mean a non-printing rectangular block of metal 
used for filling-out space in a forme, and, in another, the word-for-word 
repetition of what has been said or written on some other occasion ? 

A passage in “Practical Printing” by George Joyner (Volume 1, page 126, 
6th edition, 1911) says of Quotations, in the former significance, that they 
“appear to have been at first used to justify sidenotes or quotations in 
bookwork and were called ‘quotation quadrats’ ”. 

The words “at first” supply a further clue. 

We think back to the earliest printing from movable type—the in- 
cunabula. These were designed to resemble the more highly-esteemed 
manuscript books, in which the appearance of a second colour was relatively 
common. The filling-out of space in the black forme with “quotations” 
(metallic) to allow for the insertion of “quotations” (verbal) in the colour 
forme gives a full and logical explanation of the dual usage of the word. 

We have only to imagine a late-fifteenth-century printer explaining the 
procedure to a visitor. He has spoken about the type in the black forme 
and then, pointing to some blank spaces, says “Here we have the quotations 
that will be printed in red”. 


